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The book is important because it helps in highlighting the sequence of events that took place in the process of the discovery of the pfiesteria piscida, a highly toxic parasite. Through this sequence of events, parasitologists are able to understand the effect of interaction of the parasite and human host thus its significant diagnosis, treatment, prevention and eradication.  
This book should be read by environmental toxicologists, nutritionists and medical researchers as well as medical personnel. Through reading the book, environmental technologists get to learn the characteristic features of the habitats of the parasite as well as discover the tools that can be successfully used in decreasing the chances of the parasite reaching in its toxic form. This can be achieved through controlling the rat of nutrient loading and artificial mixing. 
The author had various distinct objectives when writing the book.  Some of the main objectives include identifying the life cycle of pfiesteria piscida as well as discussing the effects of the toxic dinoflagellate on both the survival of fish and human health (Parker, Rodney 1998). The author also purposed to write about limn logical considerations besides the preferred water quality of the parasite.
 
He accomplishes his purpose successfully in his book. This is because in his writing, the author identified the stages of the life cycle of the organism. Out of the nineteen stages identified, the author was able to identify which stages were harmful to either human beings or the fish or both. He discovered that most stages confirmed to be deadly.  Furthermore, the author identified the effects of the parasite on fish survival. Some of these effects include killing a large variety of fish including finfish and shellfish (Parker, Rodney 1998). The characteristics of fish infested with the dinoflagellate- immobilization of the fish, loss of equilibrium, weak immune system due to lack of outer mucus layer, reduced fright response, ulcerations and open bleeding sores on the surface of the fish among other features- were successfully identified. The effects on the human health as well as symptoms of people infected with the parasite were identified. This include nausea, vomiting, headache and abdominal. However, unlike in fish where it causes fast and deadly effects, the effects in human are slowly progressive and are fatal after a long period of exposure. Lastly, the author successfully identified the limnological conditions and habitat of the parasite. High amounts of phosphate and nitrates favor growth of the organism. It is tolerant to a wide range of temperatures and hydro biological changes favor its growth. 
The most favorite part of the book is reading the life cycle of the dinoflagellate. This is because progressive and sequential identification of the life stages aids in proper understanding of how the parasite is able to survive and generate offspring ensuring continuity. It was also my favorite because through life cycle analysis (Parker, Rodney 1998), tools for controlling nutrient supply and artificial mixing are possibly arrived to aiding in controlling the organism thus reducing its infectiveness. The least favorite part of the book is studying the limnological conditions as well as the ecological conditions favoring the growth of the organism. It was boring and quite geographic 
The book greatly contributed to my education. After finishing reading it, I got a deeper understanding of the dinoflagellate pfiesteria piscida, I was able to understand it ecological settings as well as its interaction with fish as well as human beings. Most importantly, I am able to come up with better strategies to aid in controlling and eradication of the deadly pfiesteria piscida.
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